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Tourism continues to be a strategic pillar of Namibia’s economy
supporting livelihoods, fostering cultural exchange, preserving
natural heritage, and driving socio-economic growth across all
regions of the country. As one of the leading sectors contributing
to Gross Domestic Product (GDP), employment, and rural
development, tourism is not only a vital economic driver but also a
«|source of national pride and identity.

[ The 2024 Tourist Statistical Report is produced in line with the
Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism’s (MEFT)
commitment to promoting transparency, data-driven planning, and
policy formulation in the tourism sector.

The report presents a detailed analysis of inbound tourism trends, visitor characteristics, and entry patterns,
offering both historical context and forward-looking insights. It reflects the progress made since the
pandemic-induced downturn and highlights the resilience and adaptive capacity of the tourism industry in
Namibia.

In 2024, the tourism sector demonstrated a strong recovery, with total foreign arrivals rising to 1,444,174
from 1,054,181, a remarkable 37.0 percent increase from the previous year. This growth signals not only
improved global mobility but also Namibia’s growing appeal as a safe, unique, and rewarding travel
destination. The steady rebound is a testament to collaborative efforts between government institutions, the
private sector, community stakeholders, and international partners to restore and advance the sector.

This report draws on data collected from 32 points of entry across the country, including airports, border
posts, seaports, and islands, and integrates these into a comprehensive statistical framework. It offers
valuable insights into the demographics, purpose of travel, length of stay, and travel patterns of international
visitors, thereby empowering planners, investors, policymakers, researchers, and service providers with the
knowledge required for informed decision-making.

As Namibia advances toward the goals outlined in its National Development Plans and the UN Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), tourism stands out as an enabler of inclusive development. Let us continue to
harness its potential while safeguarding the rich biodiversity, vibrant cultures, and pristine landscapes that make
Namibia a world-class destination.

| wish to thank all institutions and individuals who contributed to the production of this important report. May
it serve as a useful tool for innovation, investment, and growth in the tourism sector, and inspire us all to
continue building a resilient and competitive Namibian tourism industry.

o

Hon. Indileni N. Daniel, (MP)
Minister of Environment, Forestry and Tourism




PREFACE

The Tourist Statistical Report 2024 represents the Ministry’s
ongoing commitment to providing timely, accurate, and relevant
tourism data to stakeholders in Namibia and beyond. The report
is produced in collaboration with various institutions and border

entry points across the country.

This edition incorporates arrivals data from all 32 official entry

points, processed using systematic sampling and advanced data

management systems.

Itis structured into thematic chapters that detail key tourism indicators including purpose of visit, length of stay,

traveler demographics, and modes of travel.

The tourism sector has demonstrated remarkable resilience following the challenges posed by the COVID- 19
pandemic. In 2024, Namibia recorded a 37.0 percent increase in overall foreign arrivals, reinforcing the

country’s recovery trajectory and reaffirming its competitiveness in the global tourism landscape.
To access previous year's tourist statistical reports, please visit our website www.meft.gov.na.

The Ministry acknowledges that robust statistical systems are crucial for measuring progress, informing

development plans and ensuring that Namibia’s tourism growth remains inclusive and sustainable.

-

nygQfHaihamb
Executive Director
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

INTRODUCTION

TOTAL ARRIVALS

2024

1,444,1

(100%)

74

TOURIST ARRIVALS
1,257,093
(87.0%)

SAME-DAY VISITORS
159,925
(11.1%)

RETURNING RESIDENTS

9,830
(0.7%)

OTHERS
17,326
(1.2%)

TOURIST ARRIVALS GROWTH RATE

POPULAR TOURISTS ENTRY POINTS

45.5% 1 from 2023 to 2024
87.4% 1 from 2022 to 2023

41.3% Southern border posts
25.5% North Eastern border posts
8.9% HKIA

TOP TEN TOURIST MARKETS

TOP TEN OVERSEAS TOURIST

South Africa, Angola, Botswana, Germany,
Zambia, Zimbabwe, United States, UK, France
and Netherlands

Germany, United States, UK, France
Netherlands, Switzerland, Italy, Spain
Canada and Austria

TOURISTS’ GENDER

POPULAR TOURISTS MODE OF TRAVEL

62.4% Male
37.6% Female

77.6% Road
19.3% Air
3.1% Water (Sea and River)

TOURISTS’ PURPOSE OF VISIT

AVERAGE LENGTH OF STAY

47.5% Holiday

15.8% Business

31.1% Visiting friends/relatives
4.7% In Transit

14 days in 2024
14 days in 2023

AGE OF OVERSEAS TOURISTS

OVERSEAS PURPOSE OF VISIT

34.4% from Europe were 60+ years
43.8% from America were 60+ years
22.2% from Asia were 60+ years

9.5% Visiting friends/relatives
44.8% Holiday

6.3% Business

59.9% In-Transit

SEASONALITY OF TRAVEL

TOURISTS’ AGE PROFILE

31.1% January to April
34.8% May to August
34.1% September to December

vV

61.1% were 40+ years
38.9% were under 40 years

Objectives

The Tourist Statistical Report offers vital insights into Namibia's tourism sector, serving as a crucial resource for
stakeholders. Its primary aim is to furnish current and comprehensive statistics essential for planning, budgeting,
program evaluation, investment decisions, and broader economic analysis. Key users encompass governmental
bodies like the GRN, NTB, NWR, NSA, BoN, and NPC, along with industry associations, research institutions,
NGOs, universities, and the public.

Report Sections

The first section of this report contains comprehensive statistics presented in graphic formats that include foreign
arrivals profile; tourist arrivals profile; tourists' arrivals by region, purpose of visit, intended length of stay, gender, age
group, point of entry, mode of travel and seasonality of travel.

The second part is an annexure containing detailed statistical tables covering information on tourist profiles as
specified in the first section. The percentage row distribution tables show row values in percent as distributed
across the categories of the indicated variables in the columns. On the other hand, the percentage column
distribution tables show column values in percent as distributed across the categories of the indicated variables in the
rows all adding up to 100%.

Key Concepts and Definitions

Foreign Tourist: A foreign/international tourist is defined as “any visitor travelling to a country other than that of his/her
residence but outside his/her usual environment for more than 1 night but less than 12 months and whose main
purpose of visit is other than the exercise of an activity remunerated from within the place visited.”

Country of Residence: The country of residence is one of the key criteria for determining whether a person arriving
in a country is a “visitor” or “other traveler,” and if a “visitor” whether he/she is a national or overseas resident. The
underlying concept in the classification of international visitors by place of origin is the country of residence, not
their nationality. Foreign nationals residing in a country are assimilated with “other resident” for the purpose of
domestic and outbound tourism statistics. In this report, however, they fall under the “Returning Residents”
category of foreign arrivals.

Purpose of Visit: The main purpose of a tourism trip to a country (or place) is defined as “the purpose in the
absence of which the trip would not have taken place.” It is determined by the main activities in which the visitor
has been or will be involved during the trip at the destination. The main purposes of visit for tourists are classified into
four categories: Visiting Friends/Relatives, Holiday, Business, and Other (those reasons that did not fall under the
other three categories).

Seasonality: Seasonality in tourism refers to “the temporal concentration of tourist flows in certain periods of the
year.” Understanding seasonality helps tourism planners and businesses to prepare for fluctuating demand,
optimize services and promote travel during off-peak seasons. In this report, seasonality is analyzed through
monthly patterns of tourist arrivals to Namibia.

NB: The above definitions and classifications were applied in this study and are internationally accepted, allowing
for global comparison as defined by UN Tourism.



LIST OF ACRONYMS

=T Bank of Nam

0001 {0 e Coronavirus Disease 2019
[ Federation of Namibia Tourism Associations
€] 2 Government of the Republic of Namibia
| Hosea Kutako International Airport
1 N Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism
MHAISS ... Ministry of Home Affairs, Immigration, Safety and Security
| O National Planning Commission
1 Namibia Statistics Agency
11 = Namibia Tourism Board
NWR e e Namibia Wildlife Resorts
£ Structured Query Language
LS Tourism Statistics Management System
L United Arab Emirates

LU I I 10T T o United Nations Tourism Organizw

COMPILATION PROCESS

Forms were collected from
32 points of entry,
including: 18 land border
posts, 10 airports, 2 sea-
ports and 2 islands by

Sorting MEFT Officials.

Entry and Exit Points

All Arrival Forms collected

l Departure forms are set aside

D F
Aivl { eparture Forms ]

Forms

Forms completed by Namibians are set aside

Foreign
Arrival Forms

I

m@@ Data Pre-processing

Processed forms
then manually Weighting
In 2024, stratified entered into & Analysis
systematic sampling TSMS and pre-
was applied to select a processed
sample of 56,034 using SQL
(3.8%) arrival forms queries at the
out of 1,444 174 (assume database back-
all visitors have completed end.
arrival form). The selection
criteria included points of G
entry by month of Stakeholders’ consultation o
arrivals.

Arrival Forms

Final Report




FOREIGN ARRIVAL PROFILE

Figure 1 shows a clear upward trend of total arrivals to Namibia over the last decade, with a sharp peak in
2019 ahead of the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. After a significant fall in 2020 resulting from worldwide
lockdowns of international travel, the industry was shown to be resilient and robust, ending the year with a
substantial increase in 2024. Overall foreign arrivals were 1,444,174 in 2024, an impressive 37.0 percent
higher than 2023. The increase is a testament to ongoing recovery of global tourism and positioning Namibia
as a destination of choice. To this trend, figure 2 shows the proportion of arrivals by categories of travel. A total
of 87.0 percent of tourist arrivals was recorded in 2024 followed by 11.1 percent same-day visitors, 1.2 percent
other visitors and 0.7 percent returning residents. The vast number of tourist arrivals proves that the industry

stands as a foremost sector for inbound tourism and economic development.

Ii]ure 1: Trend of Arrivals from 2014 to 2024
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Source: Immigration 2024 arrival forms and MEFT estimates.




Figure 2: Percentage Distribution for Arrivals by Category of Travel, 2023 and 2024
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Figure 3 indicates international tourist arrivals to Namibia from 2014 to 2024, with a consistent increasing
trend until 2019, when the arrivals reached about 1.6 million. The industry was, however, suddenly halted in
2020 by the COVID-19 pandemic, resulting in a drastic decline to less than 200,000 arrivals. Recovery began in
2021 and accelerated in later years, with a sharp increase in 2023 and to 1,257,093 international tourist
visits in 2024, which indicates nearly 78.8 percent of full recovery compared to pre-pandemic figures. Figure
4 also supports the trend by providing evidence of the rate of growth of international tourist arrivals year by year.
Following a drastic decline of 80 percent in 2020, the sector recovered with a remarkable 87.4 percent growth
between 2022 and 2023. While the expansion slowed to 45.5 percent in 2024, the upward trend reflects

the sector's resilience and growing international confidence in Namibia as a secure and appealing

destination for tourists.

Iijure 3: Number of International Tourist Arrivals from 2014 to 2024

INTERNATIONAL TOURIST ARRIVALS’
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Source: Immigration 2024 arrival forms and MEFT estimates.
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Figure 4: International Tourist Arrivals Growth Rate from 2014 to 2024
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RECOVERY OF THE OVERSEAS SOURCE MARKETS

Figure 5 shows Namibia's overseas tourist pattern since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. In 2020, at the
peak of the pandemic, there was a drastic reduction in overseas tourists, as tourist movement fell below
60,000 due to worldwide travel bans and health issues, from 2022 onwards, though, the nation witnessed a
remarkable turnaround in overseas tourism. The overseas tourists in numbers rose exponentially, to
approximately 245,000 in 2023. The growth stretched up to 2024, when a record 355,176 overseas tourists
came to Namibia. Not only a remarkable recovery, but it surpasses all previous highs prior to the pandemic,
symbolizing renewed confidence in Namibia as a preferred tourist destination. The sustained growth is
testimony to the success of tourism in the country, increased international mobility and global interest in

Namibia's wonderful natural and cultural sights.

Figure 5: Overseas Tourist Arrivals from 2020 to 2024

TOP TEN TOURIST MARKETS

Figure 6 presents the top ten source countries that contribute the largest number of tourists to Namibia in
2024 and an evident regional domination by South Africa as the biggest source. Regional neighbors like
Angola, Botswana and Zambia feature prominently, a reflection of the significance of tourists from the
Southern African region. In addition to this continental emphasis, European major markets such as Germany,
the United Kingdom, France and the Netherlands also come into play as confirmation of Namibia's extensive
global appeal. In addition to this, tourist arrivals from the United States adds to the country's influence beyond
the nearby continent.

Figure 6: Top Ten Tourist Markets, 2024
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Figure 7 demonstrates that most of Namibia's tourist visits originated from within Africa, peaking at 71.8 Figure 8: Proportion of Tourist Arrivals from Africa and Overseas Markets from 2020 to 2024

percent in 2023 and slightly declining to 71.7 percent in 2024, reflecting the dominance of intra-regional EIAFRICA  [1OVERSEAS
travel. European visitors continued to be the second-highest, but declining from 33.6 percent in 2022 to 21.1 80.0%
) ) ; ) ) ) ) ; ) 71.8% 71.7%
percent in 2024. America and Asian tourists posted comparatively small percentages, with Asia showing a 20.0% 66.15% .
gradual increase from 0.6 percent in 2021 to 1.7 percent in 2024. Figure 8 confirms this trend highlighting
. . . . . 60.0% 9
the contribution of Africa in comparison to the overseas markets. Figure 9 shows the top three overseas 23.4%
markets displaying a shift in overseas tourist composition from 2020 to 2024. The contribution of tourists 50.0% 24,65
from Germany grew remarkably from 9.3 percent in 2023 to 38.5 percent in 2024 and cementing its position as
40.0%
a number one overseas source market. The United States and United Kingdom, respectively, attained low 33.9% 2015
. ) o 28.2% 28.3%
and constant percentages in 2024 at 2.3 percent and 2.0 percent. 30.0%
20.0%
Figure 7: Tourist Arrivals by Global Region from 2020 to 2024
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TOURIST ARRIVAL BY PURPOSE OF VISIT

Figure 10 shows the percentage distribution of tourist arrivals by purpose of visit for 2023 and 2024. In both Figure 11: Proportion of Tourist Arrivals by Regions and Purpose of Visit, 2024
years, the majority of tourists visited Namibia for holiday purposes, though the share slightly declined from 120.0%
49.1 percent in 2023 to 47.5 percent in 2024. Visits to friends and relatives remained relatively stable, 100.0% — B
accounting for 31.3 percent in 2023 and 31.1 percent in 2024. Business travel maintained a constant share at 80.0%
15.8 percent, while arrivals in transit increased from 3.6 percent to 4.7 percent, and those for other £0.0%
purposes rose modestly from 0.2 percent to 0.9 percent. Figure 11 further disaggregates the 2024 data by 20,05
global region, revealing that holiday travel dominated among tourists from Europe (80.3 percent), Asia (67.0
percent), and other countries (73.2 percent). In contrast, Africa the main source region showed a more varied 200
purpose profile, with 39.3 percent visiting friends or relatives and 36.6 percent on holiday. Business travel 0.0% AFRICA EUROPE AMERICA ASIA UAE CO?JTI\II-ITERRIES
was notably high among tourists from the UAE (23.9 percent) and Africa (20.7 percent), while the highest = OTHER PURPOSES 0.9% 0.6% L 2 0% 87 0.3%
share of transit travelers came from America (25.5 percent). [ IN TRANSIT 2.6% 7.3% 25.5% 7.7% 0.0% 11.0%
[ BUSINESS 20.7% 2.9% 3.6% 10.2% 23.9% 3.7%
= HOLIDAY 36.6% 80.3% 51.6% 67.0% 39.1% 73.2%
Figure 10: Percentage Distribution of Tourist Arrivals by Purpose of Visit, 2023 and 2024 O VISITING FRIENDS/RELATIVES | 39.3% 2.0% B1% 111% 28.2% 11.9%
H2023 E2024 Source: Immigration 2024 arrival forms and MEFT estimates.
60.0%
50.0% 49-1% 47 50
40.0%
31.3%31.1%
30.0% Figure 12 a) highlights the top ten holiday tourist markets to Namibia in 2024, with South Africa leading by a
significant margin at 37.6 percent, followed by Germany at 15.1 percent and Angola at 9.4 percent. Other key
20.0% 15.8%15.8% holiday source markets include Botswana and France (each at 3.4 percent), the Netherlands (3.2 percent), the
L0.0% United Kingdom (3.1 percent), Switzerland (2.7 percent), the United States (2.6 percent) and Zambia (1.7
3.6% 47% percent). This distribution underscores the strong dominance of regional and European markets in Namibia’s
0.0% [ ] ,_I o ﬂ holiday tourism sector. In contrast, Figure 12 b) presents the top ten business tourist markets for 2024, with
FR.EN\[I,I:'/TENL(;T.VES HOLIDAY BUSINESS N TRANSIT OTHER PURPOSES South Africa again leading overwhelmingly at 53.6 percent, followed by Zambia (16.3 percent) and Botswana (12.9
Source: Immigration 2024 arrival forms and MEFT estimates. percent). Zimbabwe (4.2 percent) and Angola (3.7 percent) also feature prominently. Other contributors such as

the United Kingdom, United States, Germany, Spain and China each account for 1.0 percent or less. These figures
indicate that business tourism is heavily concentrated within the Southern African region, with minimal shares

from long-haul markets.
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TOP TEN OVERSEAS TOURISTS BY PURPOSE OF VISIT

Figure 12 a): Top Ten Holiday Tourist Markets, 2024 Figure 12 c): Top Ten Overseas Holiday Tourist Markets, 2024
South Africa | 37.6% Germany | 15.1%
Germany | 15.1% France | 3.4%
Angola | 9.4% Netherlands | 3.2%

UnitedKingdom — ] 31%
Switzerland —_ ] 2.7%
United States ___ | 2.6%
ltaly — ] 1.5%
Belgium ] 1.1%
Austria ] 1.0%
Spain | 1.0%

Botswana :| 3.4%
France :| 3.4%
Netherlands — | 3.2%
United Kingdom ] 3.1%
Switzerland | 2.7%
United States | 2.6%

Zambia 1.7%
0.0% 2.0% 4.0% 6.0% 8.0% 10.0% 12.0% 14.0% 16.0%

0.0% 5.0% 10.0% 15.0% 20.0% 25.0% 30.0% 35.0% 40.0%

Source: Immigration 2024 arrival forms and MEFT estimates.

Source: Immigration 2024 arrival forms and MEFT estimates.

Figure 12 d): Top Ten Overseas Business Tourist Markets, 2024

Figure 12 b): Top Ten Business Tourist Markets, 2024 United Kingdom | 1.0%
United States | 0.5%
South Africa | 53.6%
Germany | 0.4%
Zambia | 16.3%
Spain | 0.4%
Botswana | 12.9%
China | 0.4%
Zimbab .29
imbabwe T 4.2% France | 0.3%
Angola T 3.7% Netherlands 0.2%
United Kingdom I 1.0% Switzerland 0.2%
United States | 0.5% Brazil —_ ] 02%
Germany | 0.4% UAE ] 01%
Spain ] 0.4% 0.0% 0.2% 0.4% 0.6% 0.8% 1.0% 1.2%

, Source: Immigration 2024 arrival forms and MEFT estimates.
China ]| 0.4%

0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0% 50.0% 60.0%

Source: Immigration 2024 arrival forms and MEFT estimates.
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INTENDED LENGTH OF STAY TOURISTS' GENDER PROFILE

Figure 13 a) shows that the average days spent by tourists in Namibia dropped from 24 in 2021 to 14 in both Figure 14 a) shows that male tourists made up the majority in both 2023 and 2024, increasing from 60.7
2023 and 2024. Figure 13 b) reveals that in 2024, most tourists spent between 8 and 21 days, while shorter stays percent to 62.4 percent. Figure 14 b) reveals that in 2024, male dominance was highest among tourists from
(2-7 days) made up 18.4 percent, and long stays (22-366 days) accounted for 18.0 percent. This reflects Asia (67.1%) and Africa (65.9%), while gender distribution was more balanced among visitors from America,
a trend toward shorter visits overall. Europe, and other regions.
Figure 13 a): Average Days Spent by Tourists, 2020 to 2024 Figure 14 a): Proportion of Tourist Arrivals by Gender Distribution, 2023 and 2024
30 70.0%
60.7% 62.4%
225 24 60.0%
©
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2 16
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c 15 14 14 30.0%
2
5 20.0%
810
(0]
& 10.0%
2 5
< 0.0%
MALE FEMALE
0
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 02023 W2024
Source: Immigration 2024 arrival forms and MEFT estimates. Source: Immigration 2024 arrival forms and MEFT estimates.
Figure 14 b): Proportion of Tourist Arrivals by Regions and Gender Distribution, 2024
Figure 13 b): Tourist Arrivals by Days Spent, 2024 ; - B
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Source: Immigration 2024 arrival forms and MEFT estimates.

18 19



TOURISTS AGE PROFILE TOURIST POINTS OF ENTRY

Figure 15 a) shows that the age distribution of tourist arrivals in 2023 and 2024 remained stable, with most Table 1 shows that in 2024, most tourists entered Namibia through Southern Border Posts (41.3 percent), up
visitors aged 30 and above, especially the 60+ group at over 22 percent. Figure 15 b) reveals regional from 39.1 percent in 2023, followed by North Eastern Border Posts, which also increased from 23.4 percent
differences in 2024: African tourists were mostly aged 30-49, while Europe, America, and "Others" had a to 25.5 percent. Entries through Hosea Kutako International Airport declined from 11.2 percent to 8.9 percent,
high share of older tourists (60+), notably 45.8 percent in "Others" and 43.8 percent in America. while Eros Airport and “Others” (including islands) saw slight increases. Walvis Bay Airport and the harbours

recorded small decreases, indicating a general shift toward land border entries, particularly in the south and

Fﬂure 15 a): Comparison of Tourist Arrivals by Age Group, 2023 and 2024 e
02023 M2024
g =
SIS X S N 5 Table 1: Comparison of Tourist Arrivals by Points of Entry, 2023 and 2024
R R g H g8 | m
—1 [ — [ ® o POINT OF ENTRIES 2023 2024
R CHANGE
5 Hosea Kutako International Airport 11.2% 8.9% ‘
S 9
— Eros Airport 0.9% 1.0% f
g2 R Walvis Bay International Airport 8.9% 8.1% ‘
S o
© Northern Border Posts 11.2% 10.8% ‘
H H North Eastern Border Posts 23.4% 25.5% '
Southern Border Posts 39.1% 41.3% ol
0-19 20 - 29 30 - 39 40 - 49 50 - 59 60+ (Walvis Bay And Liideritz) Harbours 4.2% 3.1% ¥
Source: Immigration 2024 arrival forms and MEFT estimates. Others ( Airport+ IsIands) 0.1% 1.3% t
. , . . Source: Immigration 2024 arrival f d MEFT estimates.
Figure 15 b): Tourist Arrivals by Age Group and Regions, 2024 Ouree: mmigraron <% arer oS e
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Source: Immigration 2024 arrival forms and MEFT estimates.
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73.7 percent in 2023, while air travel declined from 22.1 percent to 19.3 percent, and water travel dropped from

4.3 percent to 3.1 percent. Figure 16 b) reveals that road travel was dominantly used by African tourists (86.2
percent), whereas tourists from Asia (53.6 percent) and America (39.9 percent) primarily used air travel. Water
travel was most common among American tourists (25.6 percent), followed by Asia (21.9 percent) and "Others"

TOURISTS MODE OF TRAVEL

(7.4 percent). (Water travel include Sea and River visitors).

Figure 16 a): Comparison of Tourist Arrivals by Mode of Travels, 2023 and 2024

Figure 16 a) illustrate that in 2024, most tourists arrived in Namibia by road (77.6 percent), an increase from

90.0%
80.0%
70.0%
60.0%
50.0%
40.0%
30.0%
20.0%
10.0%

0.0%

0,
22.1% 19.3%

L

77.6%
73.7%
43% 31%
I
ROAD WATER

02023
m2024

Source: Immigration 2024 arrival forms and MEFT estimates.

Figure 16 b): Tourist Arrivals by Regions and Mode of Travels, 2024
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TRAVEL BY AIRLINES

The distribution of tourist arrivals by airline in 2024 indicates a strong shift in market share, with Airlink

emerging as the dominant carrier, handling over half of all visitor arrivals by air (55.8 percent), up from 42.6
percent in 2023. FlyNamibia, once a major contributor, saw a steep decline to just 5.4 percent. Most other
airlines experienced slight drops in their shares, while arrivals via "Other Airlines" increased notably to 10.9
percent, suggesting broader airline options for travelers. Overall, Airlink’s growth and FlyNamibia’s drop
marked the most significant changes, as shown in Figure 17. (Other airlines include private charters and
those not stated).

Figure 17: Tourist Arrivals by Airlines, 2023 and 2024

Source: Immigration 2024 arrival forms and MEFT estimates.
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Source: Immigration 2024 arrival forms and MEFT estimates.
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TOURIST SEASONALITY OF TRAVEL CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Figure 18 shows monthly tourist arrival trends for 2023 and 2024. In 2023, the high season was clearly The Tourist Statistical Report 2024 highlights a robust recovery in Namibia’s tourism sector, following the
between August and December, with the peak in December (11.0 percent), followed closely by November global disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. With a total of 1,444,174 foreign arrivals recorded
(9.1 percent), September (9.0 percent), and August (9.6 percent). In contrast, 2024 saw a more balanced during the year marking a 37.0 percent increase from 2023, the country has shown significant resilience. Of
distribution throughout the year, with no single month exceeding 10 percent. The highest arrivals were these, international tourist arrivals accounted for 1,257,093, reflecting a recovery of nearly 78.8 percent
recorded in June (9.6 percent) and December (9.0 percent), suggesting a slight shift in travel patterns. Overall, compared to the 2019 pre-pandemic peak. Holiday travel remains the leading purpose of visit at 47.5
while 2023 had a pronounced late-year peak, 2024 experienced a more even spread of arrivals across the percent, followed by visits to friends and relatives (31.1 percent) and business travel (15.8 percent). The
months. African continent continues to dominate Namibia’s tourism landscape, contributing 71.7 percent of all

) ) ) tourist arrivals, with South Africa maintaining its position as the top source country. Notably, European
Figure 18: Tourist Arrivals by Months, 2023 and 2024

12.0%

markets particularly Germany showed an impressive growth, thereby maintaining its position as a lead

° overseas source market, contributing 38.5 percent of all overseas arrivals.

oo ‘\‘ / In terms of travel modes, 77.6 percent of tourists arrived by road, with the southern and north-eastern
80% | o A p— . border posts accounting for the majority of land entries. Air travel declined slightly, although Airlink

o« — strengthened its market share as the dominant airline carrier. The average length of stay among tourists
o.0% o204 remained consistent at 14 days, and the gender distribution skewed towards male, with men accounting for
4.0% —0—2023 62.4 percent of total arrivals. Age-wise, the majority of tourists (61.1 percent) were aged 40 years and older,
with a particularly high share of senior tourists (60+) from overseas regions such as America and Europe.

2.0% Seasonality trends revealed a more balanced distribution of tourist arrivals throughout the year, with June

and December experiencing the highest shares.

0.0%
A A & QD
& & @0‘ ®

&S P ® & & Based on these insights, several strategic recommendations are proposed. Firstly, there is a need to
(,Q/

diversify Namibia’s tourism source markets beyond its dominant regional base by strengthening

Source: Immigration 2024 arrival forms and MEFT estimates.

engagement with emerging long-haul markets such as Asia and the Americas. Expanding air connectivity is
equally critical, requiring the establishment of new international routes and partnerships with global
airlines, as well as support for the introduction of the national carrier to enhance competitiveness.
Furthermore, efforts should be made to deepen regional integration by promoting cross-border tourism
packages and easing travel procedures within the Southern African region.

Marketing strategies should also aim to promote travel during traditionally low-traffic months, thereby
enhancing year-round tourism and reducing seasonality-related pressures. Additionally, the development of
sustainable, cultural, and heritage tourism experiences is essential to appeal to older international

travelers and encourage longer stays. Investment should be made in developing new tourism products
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such gastronomy, sport and astro-tourism, and cruise tourism to expand the tourism offerings instead of
relying on traditional products such as nature and culture. Given the rising number of land entries,
investment in infrastructure at border posts should be prioritized to ensure smooth and welcoming entry
experiences. Digitalization in tourism services from e-visa platforms to mobile marketing and online
bookings should also be accelerated to align with modern traveler expectations and enhance Namibia’s

global presence.

Lastly, a strong foundation for future growth lies in maintaining collaborative engagement with all tourism

stakeholders, ensuring data-driven decision-making through reliable statistics, and fostering a domestic

tourism culture through inclusive travel campaigns. By addressing these strategic priorities, Namibia is well

positioned not only to restore its tourism sector to pre-pandemic levels but to emerge as a stronger, more

competitive and sustainable global destination.
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ANNEXURE: ARRIVAL BY COUNTRY OF RESIDENCE

COUNTRY OF RESIDENCE RETURNING RESIDEN TOURISTS SAME-DAY VISITORS OTHERS
Afghanistan - 78 52 - 130
Aland Islands - 52 - - 52
Albania - 337 - - 337
Algeria - 182 - - 182
American Samoa 52 4,591 467 - 5,110
Andorra - 182 - - 182
Angola 778 151,444 14,499 415 167,136
Anguilla - 78 - 26 104
Antarctica - 182 26 - 208
Antigua and Barbuda - 78 52 - 130
Argentina - 233 - - 233
Aruba - 52 - - 52
Australia 233 13,954 3,942 26 18,155
Austria - 7,444 752 26 8,222
Azerbaijan - 207 - 26 233
Bahamas - 78 - = 78
Bangladesh - 52 26 - 78
Barbados - 78 - - 78
- 26 - - 26
26 8,014 415 52 8,507
52 - - - 52
- 52 - - 52
- 52 - - 52
- 52 - - 52
700 123,276 15,173 337 139,487
Bouvet Island - 26 - - 26
zil 104 3,035 156 441 3,736
tish Indian Ocean Territory - 130 - - 130
Brunei Darussalam - 26 = = 26
Bulgaria 26 597 52 - 675
Burkina Faso - 130 = = 130
Burundi - 26 - = 26
ambodia - 104 - - 104
-ameroon - 233 26 26 285
anada - 7,729 1,997 26 9,752
ape Verde - 104 - - 104
had - 52 - - 52
hile - 182 - - 182
hina 26 4,357 441 389 5,213
hristmas Island - 26 - - 26
olombia - 207 - - 207
'omoros - 130 - - 130
osta Rica - 104 - - 104
ote D-Ivoire 26 156 - - 182
roatia - 337 52 - 389
uba 26 156 - - 182
uracao - 26 - - 26
yprus - 104 - - 104
zech Republic 26 2,153 52 - 2,231
PDenmark - 2,775 156 = 2,931
Dijibouti = 52 = - 52
Dominican Republic - 26 = 26 52
DRC Congo 26 1,530 26 104 1,686
cuador - 156 - - 156
aypt = 441 182 = 623
Salvador - 52 - - 52
ritrea - 26 - - 26
stonia - 130 78 - 208
thiopia - 415 - - 415
alkland Islands (Malvinas) 78 - 52 - 130
aroe Islands - 104 - - 104
iji = 52 = = 52
inland - 726 26 26 778
rance 52 23,187 2,360 130 25,729
rench Polynesia - 52 - - 52
rench Southern Territories - 26 - - 26
abon - 52 - - 52
ambia - 26 - - 26
eorgia - 130 52 - 182
ermany 441 111,164 9,830 493 121,928
hana - 1,037 52 78 1,167
ibraltar - 52 - - 52
reece - 285 259 - 544
reenland - 26 - - 26
renada - 52 - - 52
uinea - 78 - - 78
laiti - 26 - - 26
londuras - 104 - - 104
long Kong - 674 52 - 726
ungary - 285 52 - 337
celand - 311 26 - 337
ndia - 2,490 597 130 3,217
ndonesia = 856 182 52 1,090
ran, Islamic Republic of - 26 26 - 52
reland 26 1,089 467 - 1,582
sle of Man = 26 = = 26
srael 26 856 = = 882
taly 26 10,816 545 - 11,387
lamaica = 52 = = 52
lapan - 1,764 415 26 2,205
lersey - 26 - - 26
@azakhstan 26 130 26 26 208
enya - 3,009 52 78 3,139
uwait - 26 - - 26
yrgyzstan - 52 - 26 78
ao Peoples Democratic Republic 104 26 - - 130
atvia - 285 130 26 441
ebanon = 78 = = 78
esotho 26 1,504 78 - 1,608

60

iberia = 26 = = 26
iechtenstein - 52 26 - 78
ithuania - 311 26 - 337
uxembourg - 700 78 - 778
acedonia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of 78 52 - - 130
adagascar - 363 - - 363
alawi 52 2,438 52 - 2,542
alaysia - 519 233 52 804
aldives - - 26 - 26
ali - 52 26 - 78
auritania - 26 = - 26
auritius s 830 s = 830
exico 26 571 - - 597
icronesia, Federated States of s 26 s - 26
onaco s 26 - - 26
ontenegro - 26 26 - 52
ontserrat - 26 = - 26
orocco s 285 26 26 337
ozambique 104 1,738 285 26 2,153
lyanmar - 26 26 - 52
lamibia 1,841 - 78 52 1,971
lauru - 78 - - 78
lepal - 182 26 - 208
letherlands 104 22,954 1,167 104 24,329
letherlands Antilles - 207 104 - 311
lew Caledonia - 156 - - 156
lew Zealand s 3,035 726 S 3,761
igeria - 1,012 78 26 1,116
iue - 26 - - 26
lorth Korea - 700 - - 700
lorway - 2,905 545 311 3,761
Other Countries 78 78 = 52 208
Pakistan - 259 - 26 285
Palau - 26 = - 26
Palestinian Territory, Occupied - 52 - - 52
Panama - 104 26 - 130
Papua New Guinea - 52 - - 52
Paraguay - - 26 - 26
Peru - 182 26 - 208
Philippines - 2,412 856 207 3,475
Pitcairn - 26 = 52 78
Poland - 3,242 311 233 3,786
Portugal - 3,061 467 130 3,658
Puerto Rico - - 52 - 52
Qatar - 130 52 26 208
Reunion - 130 = - 130
Romania - 882 78 52 1,012
Russian Federation 26 3,501 493 104 4,124
Rwanda - 156 = - 156
Saint Helena - - 26 = 26
[San Marino - 52 = = 52
[Sao Tome and Princepe - 26 = = 26
Saudi Arabia 26 104 = = 130
[Senegal - 130 52 = 182
Serbia - 207 - = 207
[Serbia and Montenegro - 104 - - 104
Seychelles 78 207 52 = 337
Sierra Leone 26 130 26 = 182
ISingapore 52 597 259 - 908
Sint Maarten - 52 52 26 130
Slovakia 52 389 = = 441
[Slovenia - 700 26 = 726
[Solomon Islands - 441 26 = 467
[Somalia - 233 - = 233
South Africa 2,646 484,054 42,406 10,634 539,740
[South Korea - 2,542 104 = 2,646
[South Sudan - 104 = = 104
Spain 26 7,807 597 233 8,663
[Sri Lanka - 78 - = 78
ISudan 52 78 = = 130
[Suriname 78 - = = 78
[Svalbard and Jan Mayen - 26 - - 26
Swaziland - 2,101 - 26 2,127
Sweden - 2,516 389 26 2,931
Switzerland - 18,908 856 52 19,816
aiwan - 467 78 26 571
ajikistan - 26 - - 26
anzania 26 1,556 104 - 1,686
hailand - 752 78 52 882
imor-Leste - 182 26 - 208
'0go - 26 - - 26
onga 26 856 233 - 1,115
rinidad and Tobago 26 26 - - 52
unisia 26 207 26 - 259
urkey = 363 26 = 389
urkmenistan - 130 - - 130
urks and Caicos Islands - 78 - - 78
uvalu - 26 - - 26
iganda - 597 - 26 623
kraine - 1,219 233 441 1,893
nited Arab Emirates = 1,193 52 = 1,245
nited Kingdom 52 25,314 10,375 182 35,923
nited States 52 28,686 12,994 130 41,862
ruguay - 78 - - 78
zbekistan = 26 = = 26
WVenezuela B 104 B - 104
iet Nam - 182 26 - 208
Zambia 1,115 84,242 28,712 233 114,302
Zimbabwe 259 37,478 2,256 752 40,745

TOTAL ARRIVALS
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