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The Ministry of Environment and Tourism remains committed to its 

mandate to compile and publish annual tourism statistics. The purpose of 

these reports are to provide up to date statistics as an indicator for the 

tourism sector performance. The tourism performance mainly rated in 

terms of international arrivals and tourist receipts. 

 

The tourism sector has long been recognized by the Government as one of 

the drivers of economic growth in various national documents. The 

Ministry is engaged in the development, growth and promotion of 

sustainable tourism in order to preserve the fauna, flora and cultural 

resources. 

 

In 2018, the results show that the number of tourist arrivals increased by 3.9 percent to 1,557,279 

from 1,499,442 visitors recorded in 2017. This covers all entries recorded at land borders, airports as 

well as harbours. The growth was mainly driven by the continuous increase of visitors from European 

source markets. 

  

Namibia, the tourism sector has experienced an upward trend since 2012. The rise in international 

tourists is the lifeline of many African countries including Namibia, as money is injected into the 

economy. This rise gives a positive indication that the tourism sector will remain thriving for the 

economic growth during this economic crisis as being experienced globally.  

 

The 2018 report was compiled with the data collected by the Ministry in collaboration with the 

Ministry of Home Affairs and Immigration (MHAI). The Ministry would like to congratulate Namibia 

Tourism Board (NTB) for its continuous marketing Namibia as a preferred tourist destination with 

endless horizons. 

 

It is therefore my pleasure and honour to present the Tourist Statistical Report 2018.  

 

 

 

Hon. Pohamba Shifeta (MP) 

Minister of Environment and Tourism 
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The Ministry of Environment and Tourism would like to express sincere gratitude to all 

its stakeholders who were involved in the formulation of this report, particularly the 

Ministry of Home Affairs and Immigration for its firm cooperation in providing the 

tourist arrivalsô data that is used in the compilation process. Additionally, we applaud the 

Namibia Tourism Board for their vigorous efforts in marketing Namibia as a preferred 

tourist destination. 

Overall, we are thankful to all our stakeholders for their continuous support as we strive 
to take the growth of Namibia tourism to greater heights. 
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ÏÒÉÇÉÎ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ ÏÆ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÃÅȟ ÎÏÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌÉÔÙȢ &ÏÒÅÉÇÎ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌÓ ÒÅÓÉÄÉÎÇ ÉÎ Á ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ ÁÒÅ 

ÁÓÓÉÍÉÌÁÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÏÆ ÄÏÍÅÓÔÉÃ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÔÂÏÕÎÄ ÔÏÕÒÉÓÍ ÓÔÁÔÉÓÔÉÃÓȢ 
 

0ÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÏÆ  6ÉÓÉÔ 

4ÈÅ ÍÁÉÎ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÏÆ Á ÔÏÕÒÉÓÍ ÔÒÉÐ ÔÏ Á ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ ÏÒ ÐÌÁÃÅ  ÉÓ ÄÅПÉÎÅÄ ÁÓ ȰÔÈÅ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 

ÁÂÓÅÎÃÅ ÏÆ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÉÐ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÁËÅÎ ÐÌÁÃÅȱȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÉÎ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ÉÎ 

×ÈÉÃÈ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÓÉÔÏÒÓ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÏÒ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÉÐ ÁÔ ÄÅÓÔÉÎÁÔÉÏÎȢ 4ÈÅ ÍÁÉÎ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÏÆ 

ÔÈÅ ÖÉÓÉÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÕÒÉÓÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÃÌÁÓÓÉПÉÅÄ ÉÎÔÏ ÆÏÕÒ ÃÁÔÅÇÏÒÉÅÓ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÁÒÅȡ 6ÉÓÉÔÉÎÇ &ÒÉÅÎÄÓȾ2ÅÌÁÔÉÖÅÓȟ 

(ÏÌÉÄÁÙȟ "ÕÓÉÎÅÓÓȟ ÁÎÄ /ÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÒÅÁÓÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÆÁÌÌ ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÃÁÔÅÇÏÒÉÅÓ Ȣ 

4ÈÅ ÁÂÏÖÅ ÄÅПÉÎÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÌÁÓÓÉПÉÃÁÔÉÏÎÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÐÐÌÉÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÁÎÄȟ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌÌÙ ÁÃÃÅÐÔÅÄȟ ×ÉÌÌ  

ÁÌÌÏ× ÆÏÒ ÇÌÏÂÁÌ ÃÏÍÐÁÒÉÓÏÎ ÏÆ .ÁÍÉÂÉÁȭÓ ÔÏÕÒÉÓÍ ÓÔÁÔÉÓÔÉÃÓȢ 

).42/$5#4)/. 



 

н 
3ÔÁÔÉÓÔÉÃÁÌ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ςπρψȿ-ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ 

,)34 /& !#2/.9-3 

'2.ȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣ'ÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 2ÅÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÏÆ .ÁÍÉÂÉÁ  

(+)!ȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȢȢ(ÏÓÅÁ +ÕÔÁËÏ )ÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ !ÉÒÐÏÒÔ 

-%4ȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣ-ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ      

-(!)ȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣ-ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ (ÏÍÅ !ÆÆÁÉÒÓ ÁÎÄ )ÍÍÉÇÒÁÔÉÏÎ   

.4"ȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȢȢȢȢȢ.ÁÍÉÂÉÁ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ "ÏÁÒÄ 

5+ȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȢȢȢ5ÎÉÔÅÄ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ 

5.74/ȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȢȢ5ÎÉÔÅÄ .ÁÔÉÏÎÓ 7ÏÒÌÄ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ /ÒÇÁÎÉÓÁÔÉÏÎ  

53!ȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȣȢȣȢȢ5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅ ÏÆ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁ  



 

о 
3ÔÁÔÉÓÔÉÃÁÌ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ςπρψȿ-ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ 

 

%ÎÔÒÙ ÁÎÄ %ØÉÔ 0ÏÉÎÔÓ 

!ÌÌ $ÅÐÁÒÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ !ÒÒÉÖÁÌ &ÏÒÍÓ 

&ÏÒÍÓ ÁÒÅ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ  σς ÐÏÉÎÔ 
ÏÆ ÅÎÔÒÉÅÓȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇȡ ρψ "ÏÒÄÅÒ 
ÐÏÓÔÓȟ ρπ ÁÉÒÐÏÒÔÓ ȟ ς ÓÅÁ-ÐÏÒÔÓ ÁÎÄ 
ς )ÓÌÁÎÄÓ ÏÎ Á ÑÕÁÒÔÅÒÌÙ ÂÁÓÉÓ ÂÙ 

-%4 /ÆПÉÃÉÁÌÓ 
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-ÁÎÕÁÌÌÙ 
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3033 
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ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌÉÔÙ 

3ÔÁËÅÈÏÌÄÅÒÓȭ ÃÏÎÓÕÌÔÁÔÉÏÎ  

-%4(/$/,/'9 

%ÎÔÒÙ 

&ÉÎÁÌ 

2ÅÐÏÒÔ 

&ÏÒÅÉÇÎ 
!ÒÒÉÖÁÌ 
&ÏÒÍÓ 



 

п 
3ÔÁÔÉÓÔÉÃÁÌ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ςπρψȿ-ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ 

&/2%)'. !22)6!,3 02/&),% 

&ÉÇÕÒÅ ρȡ &ÏÒÅÉÇÎ ÁÒÒÉÖÁÌÓ ÂÙ 9ÅÁÒÓȟ ςπρσ- ςπρψ 

&ÉÇÕÒÅ ςȡ &ÏÒÅÉÇÎ ÁÒÒÉÖÁÌÓ ÂÙ ÃÁÔÅÇÏÒÙȟ ςπρψ 

4ÈÅ ςπρω ÆÏÒÅÃÁÓÔÉÎÇ ÉÓ ÂÁÓÅÄ ÏÎ Á .ÁąȃÖÅ -ÏÄÅÌ  ×ÈÉÃÈ ÁÓÓÕÍÅÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÆÏÒÅÉÇÎ ÁÒÒÉÖÁÌÓ ÆÏÌÌÏ×Ó Á 

ÒÁÎÄÏÍ ×ÁÌËȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÒÅÎÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÕÒÎÉÎÇ ÐÏÉÎÔÓ ÃÁÎ ÔÈÅÒÅÆÏÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÐÒÅÄÉÃÔÅÄ ɉ'ÏÈ Ǫ ,Á×ȟ ςππςȡ 

υπρɊȢ  

 -
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1,477,593 
1,519,618 

1,574,149 1,608,018 
1,659,762 

1,762,078



 

р 
3ÔÁÔÉÓÔÉÃÁÌ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ςπρψȿ-ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ 

7(/ 6)3)4%$ .!-)")! ). ςπρψ 



 

с 
3ÔÁÔÉÓÔÉÃÁÌ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ςπρψȿ-ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ 

4/52)34 !22)6!,3 02/&),% 

&ÉÇÕÒÅ τȡ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÔ !ÒÒÉÖÁÌÓ  - 'ÒÏ×ÔÈ 2ÁÔÅȡ ςπρσ - ςπρψ 

&ÉÇÕÒÅ σȡ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÔ !ÒÒÉÖÁÌÓ ÂÙ 9ÅÁÒȡ ςπρσ - ςπρψ 



 

т 
3ÔÁÔÉÓÔÉÃÁÌ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ςπρψȿ-ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ 

&ÉÇÕÒÅ υȡ /ÖÅÒÓÅÁÓ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÔ !ÒÒÉÖÁÌÓ ȡ ςπρσ - ςπρψ 



 

у 
3ÔÁÔÉÓÔÉÃÁÌ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ςπρψȿ-ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ 

4/0 4%. 4/52)34 -!2+%43 

&ÉÇÕÒÅ φȡ 4ÏÐ 4ÅÎ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÔ -ÁÒËÅÔÓȟ ςπρψ 



 

ф 
3ÔÁÔÉÓÔÉÃÁÌ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ςπρψȿ-ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ 

4/52)34 !22)6!,3 "9 2%')/. 

&ÉÇÕÒÅ χ Â ȡ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÔ !ÒÒÉÖÁÌÓ ÆÒÏÍ %ÕÒÏÐÅÁÎ -ÁÒËÅÔÓȟ  ςπρσ -ςπρψ 

&ÉÇÕÒÅ χ Á ȡ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÔ !ÒÒÉÖÁÌÓ ÆÒÏÍ !ÆÒÉÃÁÎ -ÁÒËÅÔÓȟ  ςπρσ -ςπρψ 



 

мл 
3ÔÁÔÉÓÔÉÃÁÌ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ςπρψȿ-ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ 

&ÉÇÕÒÅ χ Ã ȡ  4ÏÕÒÉÓÔ !ÒÒÉÖÁÌÓ ÆÒÏÍ .ÏÒÔÈ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁȟ  ςπρσ -ςπρψ 

&ÉÇÕÒÅ χ Ä ȡ  4ÏÕÒÉÓÔ !ÒÒÉÖÁÌÓ ÆÒÏÍ #ÈÉÎÁȟ ςπρσ -ςπρψ 



 

мм 
3ÔÁÔÉÓÔÉÃÁÌ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ςπρψȿ-ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ 

4/52)34 !22)6!,3 "9 0520/3% /& 6)3)4 

&ÉÇÕÒÅ  ψ Á ȡ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÔ !ÒÒÉÖÁÌÓ  ÂÙ  0ÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÏÆ  6ÉÓÉÔȟ ςπρχ-ςπρψ 

&ÉÇÕÒÅ ψ Â ȡ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÔ !ÒÒÉÖÁÌÓ  ÂÙ 2ÅÇÉÏÎ ÁÎÄ 0ÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÏÆ  6ÉÓÉÔȟ ςπρψ 



 

мн 
3ÔÁÔÉÓÔÉÃÁÌ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ςπρψȿ-ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ 

&ÉÇÕÒÅ ωȡ 4ÏÐ 4ÅÎ (ÏÌÉÄÁÙ  4ÏÕÒÉÓÔÓȟ ςπρψ 



 

мо 
3ÔÁÔÉÓÔÉÃÁÌ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ςπρψȿ-ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ 

4/0 4%. /6%23%!3 4/52)34 "9 0520/3% /& 6)3)4 

&ÉÇÕÒÅ ρπ Á ȡ 4ÏÐ 4ÅÎ /ÖÅÒÓÅÁÓ  (ÏÌÉÄÁÙ  4ÏÕÒÉÓÔÓ 

&ÉÇÕÒÅ ρπ Â ȡ 4ÏÐ 4ÅÎ /ÖÅÒÓÅÁÓ "ÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÔÓ 



 

мп 
3ÔÁÔÉÓÔÉÃÁÌ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ςπρψȿ-ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ 

).4%.$%$ ,%.'4( /& 34!9 

&ÉÇÕÒÅ ρρ Á ȡ !ÖÅÒÁÇÅ )ÎÔÅÎÄÅÄ  4ÏÕÒÉÓÔÓ ,ÅÎÇÔÈ ÏÆ 3ÔÁÙȟ ςπρυ - ςπρψ 

 

&ÉÇÕÒÅ ρρ Â ȡ !ÖÅÒÁÇÅ )ÎÔÅÎÄÅÄ  ,ÅÎÇÔÈ ÏÆ 3ÔÁÙ  "Ù  2ÅÇÉÏÎÓȟ ςπρψ 



 

мр 
3ÔÁÔÉÓÔÉÃÁÌ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ςπρψȿ-ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ 

4/52)343 '%.$%2 02/&),% 

&ÉÇÕÒÅ ρς Á ȡ 'ÅÎÄÅÒ $ÉÓÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÔÓȟ ςπρψ 

&ÉÇÕÒÅ ρς Â ȡ 'ÅÎÄÅÒ $ÉÓÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÔ ÂÙ 2ÅÇÉÏÎÓȟ ςπρψ 



 

мс 
3ÔÁÔÉÓÔÉÃÁÌ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ςπρψȿ-ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ 

4/52)343 !'% 02/&),% 

&ÉÇÕÒÅ ρσ Á ȡ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÔÓ !ÇÅ $ÉÓÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎȟ ςπρψ 

&ÉÇÕÒÅ ρσ Â  ȡ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÔÓ !ÇÅ $ÉÓÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ ÂÙ 2ÅÇÉÏÎÓȟ ςπρψ 



 

мт 
3ÔÁÔÉÓÔÉÃÁÌ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ςπρψȿ-ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ 

4/52)34 0/).43  /& %.429 

&ÉÇÕÒÅ ρτȡ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÔ !ÒÒÉÖÁÌÓ ÂÙ  0ÏÉÎÔÓ ÏÆ %ÎÔÒÙȟ ςπρψ 



 

му 
3ÔÁÔÉÓÔÉÃÁÌ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ςπρψȿ-ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ 

4/52)343 -/$% /& 42!6%, 

&ÉÇÕÒÅ ρυ Á ȡ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÔÓ -ÏÄÅ ÏÆ 4ÒÁÖÅÌȟ ςπρφ - ςπρψ 

&ÉÇÕÒÅ ρυ Â ȡ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÔÓ -ÏÄÅ ÏÆ 4ÒÁÖÅÌ ÂÙ 2ÅÇÉÏÎÓȟ ςπρψ 



 

мф 
3ÔÁÔÉÓÔÉÃÁÌ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ςπρψȿ-ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ 

4ÁÂÌÅ ρȡ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÔ !ÒÒÉÖÁÌÓ ÂÙ !ÉÒÌÉÎÅÓȟ ςπρψ 

42!6%, "9 !)2,).% 

&ÉÇÕÒÅ ρυȡ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÔ !ÒÒÉÖÁÌÓ ÂÙ !ÉÒÌÉÎÅÓȟ ςπρψ 



 

нл 
3ÔÁÔÉÓÔÉÃÁÌ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ςπρψȿ-ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÍ 

4/52)343 3%!3/.!,)49 /& 42!6%, 

&ÉÇÕÒÅ ρφ Á ȡ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÔ !ÒÒÉÖÁÌÓ ÂÙ -ÏÎÔÈȟ ςπρψ 

&ÉÇÕÒÅ ρφ Â ȡ 4ÏÕÒÉÓÔ !ÒÒÉÖÁÌÓ ÂÙ 1ÕÁÒÔÅÒÓȟ ςπρψ 


