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Natural encounters

A rendezvous with nature

Namibia’s environment and
its natural treasures are
conserved for future
generations due to the close
co-existence of the Namibian
people and its animals.
Conservation is firmly in the minds of the Namibian citizens and the
leaders of the country.

Today, national parks, private nature reserves and communal
conservancies cover over 40 percent of Namibia's surface area — an
area as big as France. A magnitude of small and big game species

have found refuge in Namibia, including the Big Five — elephant, rhino,
buffalo, lion and leopard. All can be viewed in either national parks or
private game reserves. The Etosha National Park, celebrated 110 years
of conservation in 2017. This park stretches over an area of 22,000 km?
offering excellent opportunities for game viewing and photography. The
core of Etosha, meaning “great white place”, is its saltpan of 5,000 km?,
which is completely without vegetation. At several waterholes on the
edge of the pan, visitors have the opportunity to watch wildlife roam
freely. Elephant, black and white rhino, giraffe, lion, herds of zebra and
antelope are just some of the inhabitants of thisimmense National Park.

The Namib Naukluft Park in Namibia’s south is one of the biggest
national parks in Namibia. Promising a delight for the senses, here,



contrasts are pulled to the forefront. From the towering red dunes to
the rugged deep canyons and mountains, this picture is complemented
further with numerous species of antelope dotted throughout the park.
All through the country you will find oryx, kudu, springbok, zebra and
steenbok. Visitors can encounter more than 20 species of antelope in
Namibia, showing off their horns crafted like works of art and their skins
patterned in ways to make any designer jealous. They offer a feast to the
viewer’s eyes and to any photographer’s lens.

Even at the coast many species of animal roam the beaches. Near Walvis
Bay, thousands of seals bask on the beaches next to pink flamingos and
white pelicans. Some seals even like to join in when tourists do a harbour
cruise with champagne and fresh oysters, by briefly visiting the boats as
you set sail.

Just as numerous are the animals in the waters of the Okavango and
rivers of the Kavango — and Zambezi Region. This area in the remote
north-east of the country sets itself apart scenically from the rest of
Namibia by its rivers and bush lands. In this region, elephant, crocodile,
hippo and buffalo have found an amazing natural sanctuary. The tropical
vegetation of this region is in sheer contrast to the deserts of the south
and west of Namibia.

Birdwatchers will be kept in awe during a holiday; Namibia has 630
species of bird to be identified with the help of a good book on southern
Africa’s birds.
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Namibia / Head Office
Cnr Sam Nujoma & Haddy Street,
Private Bag 13244, Windhoek

E-mail: info@visitnamibia.com.na
Namibia Tourism Board Web: www.visitnamibia.com.na

Europe Office

Kaiserstr. 77, DE-60329 Frankfurt

E-mail: info@namibia-tourism.com

Web: www.namibia-tourism.com
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